


Brighton May Day Zine
A coalition of Brighton activists groups have called for a May Day celebration and 
demo on Saturday 30th of April. Although we are coming together to protest, our 
motivations for taking to the streets are varied. Individuals from some of the groups 
have explained their reasons for participating in the protest.

The opinions expressed here are those of individuals from the named groups, they 
are not intended to represent the views of the groups as a whole, nor anyone con-
nected with the publication or distribution of this zine. Nor are they necessarily re-
flective of the views of anyone connected to the organisation or promotion of the 
May Day protest.

Contents

3 Brighton Anarchist Black Cross

4 Smash EDO

6 South Coast Climate Camp

8 Sussex IWW

10 No Borders Brighton

11 Squatters’ Network of Brighton

12 Brighton AntiFascists

13 Brighton Hunt Saboteurs

14 Brighton Uncut

16 Brighton University Student

17 Brighton College Student

18 Queer Mutiny Brighton

The origins of May Day as a Spring festival when Nature reawakens after its Winter break stretch 
back in history to the likes of the festival of Flora, the Roman Goddess of flowers the Walpurgis 
Night celebrations of the Germanic countries and the Celtic festival of Beltane. However, the 
celebrations of May 1 as International Workers’ Day find their origins in the Haymarket Mas-
sacre on May 4 1886, the series of massive strikes demanding shorter working hours that had 
broken out across the country on May 1 that year and the brutal history of labour disputes and 
strike-breaking in the States.

On that day a peaceful meeting, called by anarchists and labour activists in support of workers 
striking for an eight-hour day and against the use of the police to shield strike-breakers, was 
taking place in Haymarket Square in Chicago. When 180 police officers moved in to violently 
disperse the crowd an unknown member of the crowd threw a dynamite bomb at the police, 
killing one officer and injuring others. The police responded by firing into the crowd and beat-
ing activists indiscriminately. The resulting chaos left 7 police officers dead and more than 60 
injured, with an unknown number of dead and injured civilians from the meeting.

No evidence was ever found to connect anyone with the bomb itself but the police left no 
house of a suspected radical unvisited, no front door not smashed in and no head un-cracked. 
Hundreds of people were arrested without charge and in the end eight anarchists were 
framed for bombing. Charged with conspiracy to murder, and despite the startling lack of any 
evidence against them, they were all found guilty and sentenced to death. Four of the eight 
were eventually hung in 1887 and one committed suicide in prison. The remaining three were 
eventually pardoned and released in 1893.

In 1889, the first congress of the Second International called for international demonstrations 
on  the anniversary of the strikes that led to the Massacre, which in turn led to the establish-
ment of International Workers’ Day. The arrests and trial however were also significant for the 
massive upsurge of international solidarity with those on trial. Funds were raised for their de-
fence; strikes, pickets and demonstrations were held across the world in protest against their 
trail and sentences.

It is in that spirit that the Anarchist Black Cross supports anarchist and class struggle prison-
ers across the globe, whether they be high-profile prisoners such as Mumia Abu Jamal and 
the Angola 3 or those arrested and imprisoned for SmashEDO actions here in Brighton. And 
it is why the Brighton Anarchist Black Cross group will be out on the streets celebrating In-
ternational Workers’ Day, the memory of those who have suffered and died in prisons across 
the globe for their political beliefs and showing our solidarity with those involved in the class 
struggle to make a world a place fit for all, not just the privileged few.

Brighton Anarchist Black Cross - supporting anarchist and class struggle prisoners everywhere.

Brighton Anarchist 
Black Cross



MayDay is the day of resistance to authority and elitism, to global capital 
and the repressive state systems that underpin it. The arms industry plays a 
central role in both state abuse, and consolidation, of power. For every war 
for resources, every occupation of land, every violent repression of dissent, 
the arms industry is there to provide the tools. Within globalised corporate 
capitalism, where the first priority is the generation of profit, not life, the arms 
industry flourishes with constant access to the oppressions and violence that 
comprise in a sense both its market and the resources for its unhindered 
growth.

Within this system, the arms industry also functions as a significant corporate 
power, its strengths and interests driving the rise and rise of global milita-
rism, encouraging total and unending warfare, in which every death is an 
opportunity to generate vast sums of money for the corporate world and 
governments alike.

In the face of sweeping public service cuts, continued massive spending by 
the UK government on weapons stands as a particularly strong example of 

state supplication to corporate power 
and international belligerence. Not 
only is the holding of arms by the UK, 
but the healthy relationship between 
the government and powerful private 
companies, ‘more important’ than the 
services being destroyed, they are be-
ing destroyed in order that there is 
money left to spend on arms.

Huge though the international power 
and destructive capabilities of weap-
ons sales and arms industry may be, 
its very mechanisms are localised and 
are vulnerable. Brighton based anti-

militarist campaign SmashEDO has been targeting Brighton’s own bomb fac-
tory, EDO/ITT, since 2004 with weekly noise demos, mass protests and direct 
action. The campaign has seen the factory incur significant financial losses, 
with the Decommissioning of EDO during Operation Cast Lead costing the 
company upwards of £200,000. Localised resistance to the global arms trade 
is also spreading, with campaigns targeting Brimar, Raytheon and Heckler & 
Koch in Manchester, Bristol and Nottingham.

The network of companies propping up the arms industry through invest-
ment, trade and deals are also present in Brighton and include: Barclay’s, RBS, 
Lloyds, HSBC, McDonalds and American Express.

Resistance to the arms industry is a vital part of the struggle against capital-
ism, and the fight against capitalism is an attack on the basic strength of the 
arms industry.

This MayDay, SmashEDO.

Smash EDO’s Mayday 2009 Protest



South Coast Climate Camp: Runaway Social Change

“What we are and what we know begins with a no. From it is born the only rea-
son for getting up in the morning. From it is born the only reason for going armed 
to the assault of the order that is suffocating us” - Anon, At Daggers Drawn

When Climate Camp ‘national’ dissolved itself in March, South Coast neigh-
borhood gave a collective shrug of its shoulders and continued with its mis-
sion: addressing the need for system change through the context of climate 
change while doing our best to build community resilience into the future 
through education, movement building, sustainable living and direct action.

The climate crisis cannot be solved by relying on governments and big busi-
nesses with their ‘techno-fixes’ and other market-driven approaches. Their 
grip on political and economic power lies at the heart of the problem, de-
nying those most severely affected the opportunity to speak up for climate 
justice.

Will defering our power to our elected representatives achieve the required 
change? Not a chance. We must act collectively and take responsibility for 
averting climate change, taking action against its root causes and develop 
our own solutions.

Climate Campers at Lewes Rd BP

------I’m pissed about the ecological crisis - why May Day??-------------
Single issue politics work against the fight to avert climate catastrophe. A 
climate-only focus assumes systemic change can be achieved one symptom 
at a time rather than looking at the big picture. You can’t get rid of individual 
symptoms while the underlying cause is still there. Mayday presents an op-
portunity for those who are afraid, dismayed and furious about our decent 
into ecological collapse to move beyond the usual quantified climate-activist 
victories towards qualitative social transformation.

-----------------This is a day to work together---------------
We must build a consensus between our movements on what the problems 
are and how to solve them. May Day in Brighton is an opportunity to togeth-
er offer a coherent, value-based, positive message.

----------------This is a day for action------------------
The problems we face are happening all around us every second and un-
less we are living the struggle we are never going bring about substantive 
change. As the world goes to shit with ever-increasing speed it becomes 
clearer and clearer that we need to build a movement that is a way of life 
rather than a hobby for the weekends/evenings. It is about taking real, mean-
ingful action at every opportunity.

We need to use tactics that have worked 
in the past for people in similar situations 
(i.e. people with few resources who are 
facing a large, organised, well equipped 
enemy). We need dispersed, small, mo-
bile groups, using surprise, individual-
ity, irregularity, and unpredictability to 
achieve momentary tactical superiority.

-------------South Coast Climate Camp this Easter-------------
At the time of going to press the location was 
top secret. If you’re reading this at the Brighton 
May Day demo, you may well be camping with 
us.

Be exited and lets fucking have it...

A Blockade of Royal Bank of Scotland



Mayday is the historical celebration of working class struggle, a day when 
workers take to the streets to demonstrate against the tyranny of capitalism. 
This year Mayday has a new relevance, as the government arrogantly and 
shamelessly starts to dismantle and destroy the gains made by ordinary peo-
ple through struggle to better their working conditions.

 Today we gather in the face of the most sustained and brutal attacks on the 
working classes in decades. Our rulers tell us that ‘we are all in this together’, 
and the cuts to public services are inevitable, but it will not be this clique of 
Old Etonians who suffer the brunt of these attacks.  This economic disaster 
is not our crisis, but theirs. Capitalism is the system in which we have been 
enslaved for the benefit of the privileged few. Our wages are kept low in the 
name of competition, while they grow fat off our labour. Now the few ben-

efits we gained are being taken away in the 
name of economic recovery, whilst the bank-
ers that created this crisis carry on awarding 
themselves massive bonuses. And in truth 
they have no reason to stop – unless we take 
action.

We would be better off building a new way 
of life, one in which the means of production 
is controlled by those who work to produce, 
and all can share equally from it.

The Industrial Workers of the World has been committed since 1905 to the 
improvement of working conditions for all . We are a union like no other. 
Don’t be put off by the ‘industrial’ part of our name. Our members include 
teachers, builders, bar tenders, cleaners, computer programmers, health 
workers and the unwaged. The IWW has deliberately not affiliated to any po-
litical party. We are a grass roots fighting union, controlled by its members. 
We are volunteer based , so there are no fat cat union bosses syphoning off 
funds that should be directed toward the running of the union and organis-
ing campaigns. As a result union dues are low.

Sussex IWW The concentration of the management of industries into fewer and fewer 
hands makes conventional trade unions unable to cope with the  growing 
power of employers. Normal unions, just by their structure allow one set of 
workers to be pitted against another set  in the same industry, keeping wag-
es low and conditions poor.  We believe that workers have a greater voice if 
we are organised within our own industries. For example, teachers, cleaners 
and secretaries who all work in the same school should think of themselves 
as education workers and all be in the same union. Unions in one industry are 
far stronger if they are in the same organisation as all other industrial unions.

Our aim is to see society re-organised to meet the interests of all people, and 
not just shareholders and corporations. Join us and help build a union that 
does what it says on the tin. One that will always stand up for workers rights, 
will never sell its members down the river, one that means it when it says,

‘an injury to one is an injury to all.’

By standing up for each other,  by realising that we all have more in common 
with each other than any of the bosses or politicians  we can build a better 
world.

 www.iww.org.uk 
Also you can find sussex 
IWW on facebook.



Despite what the Daily Mail would have you believe, migrants have incred-
ibly hard lives often fleeing from persecution or war, then having to make 
huge sacrifices attempting to get to what they have been promised is a sanc-
tuary then, if they do make it they are poorly treated, discriminated against, 
and possibly locked up then deported.

In times of recession immigrants are usually the first to get scapegoated. 
Whether they be the Italians and Jews of 15th century London, the Chinese 
and Irish in early 20th century USA, the Afro-Carribeans of the 1970s or the 
Muslims of today. It is obvious that the economic crash and the current Tory 
cuts agenda cannot be blamed on migration, quite the opposite- much of 
Britain’s prosperity, both past and present, has been built up on the backs of 
migrant skills and labour. However it is much easier to blame a downtrodden 
minority than the bankers, politicians and millionaires who are much better 
equipped to defend themselves and divert attention elsewhere.

While politicians talk about hard working families, British jobs for British 
workers and tightening immigration controls we must stand together as 
workers of all nationalities and fight against borders, deportation and cuts.

http://nobordersbrighton.blogspot.com/

No Borders
Brighton

Squatters’ Network of Brighton (SNoB) is an informal network of squatters and supporters. We 
protect the rights of occupants of squatted homes and the defend public space through com-
munication and mutual aid.

For the majority of people the term squatting has fairly negative connotations. This may be part-
ly down to the fact the word itself is not particularly pleasant sounding, but more so because 
there has been a concerted smear campaign conducted by the right-wing press in recent years. 
Most of middle England has never been into a squat nor knowingly met a squatter, so a mixture 
of hyperbole, exaggeration and down right lies printed in the Mail, Express, Telegraph et al form 
the basis of their opinions. With this in mind it is hardly surprising that when Hove MP Mike 
Weatherly piggybacks on this anti-squatter sentiment to ‘spearhead’ a campaign to make living 
in abandoned buildings a criminal offence, he thinks he’s on to a vote winner.

Contrary to recent news reports, including in Brighton’s own Argus, squatting is not an easy form 
of free-loading and the law is most definitely weighted against us. There are a variety of reasons 
why people choose to squat it can be due to a lack of money or available housing, sometimes 
it is a political decision, often squatted spaces are the most suited to hosting art, music, parties 
etc. other times the act of squatting is a form of resistance or protest (Lewes Road Community 
Garden, SaboTaj, Libyan exile squat in London etc.)

The anti-squatting law will be used to target all of these 
groups, as well as affecting traveller communities and 
protest sites throughout the country. It could also result 
in police being forced to intervene in disputes between 
landlords and tenants, seriously undermining the recent 
improvements in tenant rights.

This law is being sold as a protection for the middle-class-
es and a crackdown on the lazy and those who abuse the 
system. In reality it is designed to give big business great-
er protection from legitimate protest and would result in 
minorities facing further persecution from the police and 
the very real possibility of people going to prison for the 
‘crime’ of being homeless.

Squatters must come together with all others targeted by 
the plutocratic Conservatives and their Libdem lackeys. 
We must show we cannot be easily swept aside. We will 
protest, we will take direct action and we will party on 
May Day.

Squatters’ Network of Brighton

The squatted convergence space at the 
26th March protest



THE TRADITION OF MAY DAY/THE PRACTICE OF ANTI-FASCISM 

Brighton Anti-Fascists will be joining the May Day celebrations on Saturday 30th April in 
Brighton city centre. On the one day in the year set aside for a collective festival and a 
demonstration of solidarity with international workers’ struggles, we want to defend the 
right of people to organise freely. Since its earliest days, the anti-fascist movement has 
played a part in the fight for freedom. In August 1934, six hundred young workers and 
students formed a Congress Against War & Fascism. They set themselves six tasks and 
these were the first two: 

 Things have changed, but just a little. Any distinctions between colonial and post-colo-
nial wars are probably lost on those shot in troop surges or sheltering from aerial bom-
bardments in Britain’s former colonies, dominions and mandates. Back home, fascist par-
ties and groups still take up the rearguard. From Oswald Mosley to the BNP’s Nick Griffin 
and the EDL’s Tommy Robinson, the refrain “We’re not anti-Semitic, we’re not racist, we’re 
misunderstood nationalists and loyal patriots” has barely skipped a beat. So treading in 
the footsteps of the 600 young workers and students who met in 1934, and the thou-
sands of others who have sat in similar conferences since and stood their ground in the 
streets, we’ll be out on 30th April making our contribution “to expose the trickery and 
phrases of Fascism, and to develop a mass movement for Anti-Fascist defence.”

Brighton 
AntiFascists

Brighton Hunt 
Saboteurs

“The unspeakable in  full pursuit of the uneatable”-Oscar Wilde

The Hunting Act 2004 outlawed hunting, however 
hunting still goes on while the media, politicians and 
police either ignore it or actively assist it. Hunt Sabo-
teurs go out every week of the season to both monitor 
and, when necessary, disrupt the hunt. Evidence col-
lected of illegal hunt activity is almost never acted on 
and most of the time saboteurs must endure constant 
harassment from the police. Many Tory politicians and 
high ranking police officers are either involved in hunt-
ing or have friends who are.

Despite the cosy relationship between state and hunt, 
the ConDem government contains many hunt support-
ers keen to repeal the hunting ban and legitimise their 
bloodsports. This is yet another example of self serving 
Tory’s making legislation which benefits them and their 
friends, against the will of the majority of the people. Although the hunting ban is 
constantly broken without prosecution, it is still a useful weapon for hunt saboteurs 
and without it many more foxes, hares and deer would be made to suffer and ulti-
mately die at the hands of the unspeakable.

For this reason, amongst others, hunt sabs will be out on the streets of Brighton on 
30th April and we call on any other animal rights supporters to join us.



Brighton Uncut: We’re all in this together

Brighton Uncut has been causing trouble for corporate tax dodgers since October 
2010. Vodafone, Sir Philip Green’s Arcadia empire (Topshop, BHS, Dorothy Perkins 
etc) have all been targeted. We have also target-
ed Barclays, RBS and Natwest banks.

We’ve dropped a banner at Churchill Square 
shopping centre, had super-glued Santa ar-
rested in December (ho ho ho the horror!) and 
unleashed a whole heap of repercussions onto 
the capitalist system that have snowballed into a 
worldwide movement.

The grassroots, horizontally organized, leaderless nature of UK Uncut has connected 
with ordinary people in the States, Canada, France, Africa, Holland, Australia and 
other places. Our sister group Lewes Uncut plans actions with Canada Uncut while 
Brighton Uncut has a soft spot for France Uncut.

Using social media such as twitter and facebook as well as good old fashioned face-
to-face encounters with leaflets and public meetings, we can replicate anywhere. 
BUT the driving force behind the global Uncut movement is the unfairness of the 
global issues we address.

The banks caused economic meltdown through bad practice afforded by deregula-
tion and lack of scrutiny. Big corporations are feted and relieved from having pay 
to pay their taxes in full. But politicians the world over, in the thrall of the multi-

nationals, are cutting public services to ad-
dress the deficits caused by the bail outs. 
Teachers, health workers and other pub-
lic servants are losing their jobs. Benefits 
are cut, imposing hardship on the poorest 
and most vulnerable in society. Meanwhile 
bankers incomes are up 35% on last year 
and bankers bonuses still read like (mobile) 
telephone numbers while billionaires and 
fat cats get richer and fatter still.

UK Uncut at Churchill Sq

Brighton
Uncut

Here in the UK we face the biggest cuts to public spending since the 1920s, with the 
government telling us there is no alternative but to accept the dismantling of large 
swathes of the welfare state. “We’re all in this together” said Prime Minister David 
Cameron. But it’s highly unlikely that he and the other 22 millionaires in his cabinet 
are experiencing the hardships of the rest of us.

Nor are they even considering that the tax avoided and evaded in a single year could 
more than pay for the government’s planned £81bn, four-year cuts programme.

Our Big Society Revenue and Customs campaign demands the government invest 
properly in Her Majesty’s Revenue and Cus-
toms so they can close loopholes and pur-
sue the mega dodgers instead of taking an 
axe to public services. Our Big Society Bail-
In campaign reminds us that the banks that 
got us in to this mess in the first place. We 
want the government to insist the banks 
pay for their mistakes instead of punishing 
ordinary hardworking people. We highlight 
this by taking over local bank branches and 
turning them into a local service that is about to be lost to a community.

Even Mervyn King, governor of the Bank of England, who oversaw the £1 trillion bail-
out package has asked why people aren’t more angry. Maybe it’s because, so far - UK 
Uncut has provided a creative outlet for our anger as we commandeer the banks, 
transforming them in creches, hospitals, homeless shelters, art galleries and drama 
clubs.

Brighton Uncut and Lewes Uncut are delighted to be part of Brighton’s Mayday cel-
ebrations. This is just the beginning. We won’t stop until we see justice is done.

Website: http://brightonuncut.wordpress.com/
E-mail: brightonuncut@gmail.com
Facebook group: Brighton Uncut
Twitter: brightonuncut
Lewes Uncut: zombiekids@email.com or find us on Facebook and twitter



There are often arbitrary distinctions made between workers and students, fostering 
‘us and them’ mentalities and causing division between people who should in fact be 
standing shoulder to shoulder as attacks 
are made on our way of life. When students 
protest we are depicted as middle class, 
spoilt and selfish. Journalists trawl through 
hours of footage to find the richest or most 
famous face in a crowd of thousands, then 
paint us all as enemies of the hard working 
Sun reader. Meanwhile the 3 most powerful 
politicians in the country (David Cameron, 
George Osbourne and Boris Johnson) were 
all in the Bullingdon club at Oxford Universi-
ty, the exclusive club of the most privileged 
of the privileged.

Something is seriously wrong with our form of representative democracy, when the rul-
ing elite’s offspring are still guaranteed success, whatever the economic weather, while 
the rest of us drown. The status quo suits ‘them’, this is why they are encouraging the 
divide between workers and students. This way they can cut education to prevent the 
proles from reaching ‘their’ level one week and working tax credits the next and not face 
a strong united front.

Even if I believed voting in a Labour government at the next elections would solve the 
problems (which I don’t)  that won’t happen in time. We are going to have to fight cuts 
to libraries, arts, care, police, disability support, education, social services and more over 
the next four years. These cuts will be accompanied by creeping privatisation, with pris-
ons, schools, the Royal Mail and hospitals all being run for the profit of a few- meaning 
job losses, increased workload and poorer service for the rest of us. The only way to ef-
fectively resist the cuts is through direct action- whether striking, blockading, protesting 
and yes, just occasionally, throwing a chair through a bank window.

I will be on the streets on 30th April, and I call on all other students and staff of Brighton’s 
schools, colleges and universities to join me. We must stand united for workers’ and stu-
dents’ rights, because they are one and the same.

The Bullingdon Club- “we’re all in it together”
Cameron (top second left), Boris (front right) and 

Osbourne (inset)

B      By a University of Brighton student
As students we are in a unique position. While we are not the doc-
tors, nurses or firefighters losing their jobs, we represent society as a 
whole, and we certainly will be in that position in a few short years. 
We, the youth, are perhaps the worst affected by the cuts and the ram-
pant capitalism, which has plagued all of our lives. A future of poverty 
and unemployment will be the outcome unless we act now. Across the 
middle east students have used their collective power to bring down 
their oppressors sitting at the top. Although superficially our lives may 
seem so different we are all fighting for the same reasons - freedom 
and equality. The countries may be interchangeable but the enemy 
remains constant. The student protests of last year were just the be-
ginning, they showed us all that resistance is possible. Now is the time 
to finish what was started. Mayday is an important part of this strug-
gle. International Workers Day has historically been a time for the op-
pressed and downtrodden to unite in celebration and protest. As we 
approach Mayday not only are our lives under threat, Mayday itself has 
been under attack with plans to replace the day with an imperialist 
and nationalistic Trafalgar Day or a UK Day. Today we have more to 
fight for than ever, which is why Brighton Mayday 2011 will be a time 
when students stand alongside their fellow comrades.

From a Brighton College Student...



Queer Mutiny

Queer Mutiny Brighton is a collective of anti-capitalist queers of all sexualities and 
genders who meet regularly in Brighton. We aim to politicise mainstream LGBT 
communities and to queerify activist communities. We’re a DIY collective commit-
ted to fighting prejudice and hierarchies.

As queer workers, in solidarity with the whole of the working class, we  will be cel-
ebrating the achievements of workers’ struggles on May Day 2011, whilst continu-
ing to fight against capitalist oppression.

Impending cuts to public services and benefits will hit queer people in Brighton 
particularly hard. For example, 22% of LGBT respondents to Brighton’s ‘Count Me In 
Too’ (CMIT) [http://www.countmeintoo.co.uk/] survey have been homeless at some 
point in their lives. With housing benefit being slashed, this can only get worse.

Cuts to the NHS budget will be felt by queers as healthcare services used by our 
community are slashed. CMIT states that, “people of other more marginalised iden-
tities more frequently reported experiencing mental health difficulties, including 
bisexual-, queer-, trans- and black and minority ethnic people, those who feel iso-
lated, and those on a low income.” Queers experiencing mental distress find it more 
difficult to escape poverty as they suffer multiple layers of discrimination.

Hate crime continues to be extensively perpetrated against queer people. 73% of 
respondents to CMIT said that they had experienced abuse related to their sexual 
identity and/or gender identity in the past five years. As policing services come 
under pressure from budget cuts, anti victimisation units are undoubtedly at risk.

Queer Mutiny Brighton is affiliated with Queers Against The Cuts – a national cam-
paign highlighting the specific impact of the cuts on queer people. We will be re-
sisting *all* cuts to public services through direct action and by uniting with other 
anti cuts campaigns. Join our pink and black bloc at May Day and other demonstra-
tions. Keep up to date via queermutinybrighton.wordpress.com and our Facebook 
group.


